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Colours, Culture and Flavours 

Photographic Holidays in the Dordogne 
May 2021 

 
Let your passion for photography flourish in the heart of the Dordogne, an area of 
France that offers a return to rural life at a slower pace and a dream for anyone 
interested in capturing its fantastic landscape as well as experiencing French culture and cuisine. 
 
Whether you’re just looking to get to grips with your camera, improve 
your technique or develop your creative instincts, the richness and 
diversity of ‘le Perigord’ will provide endless material to satisfy your 
interest in photography.  
 
Spending a week in one of the most beautiful and inspirational parts 
of France with expert tuition from Andrew is an investment in yourself 
that will pay dividends with your photography in the future. And during 
your stay, as well as improving your photography, you’ll also learn 
more about the local area, get to sample authentic French cuisine 
and try a selection of interesting regional wines.  
 
Our base will be near Domme, a Bastide town and short drive from 
Sarlat, which overlooks the river Dordogne. This is classic Perigord, 
with verdant meadows and forests, walnut orchards, limestone cliffs, 
castles, unspoilt villages and caves with prehistoric paintings. When 
you add a warm climate and great hospitality to the mix in stunning 
surroundings, the result is a memorable photographic holiday with 
images that you’ll take home and treasure. 
 
Itinerary (photography group size: 3 or 4) 
 
Arrival Day 
After a little time to settle into your accommodation on arrival, you’ll enjoy a warm welcome with aperitifs 
in the evening and a locally inspired, four course ‘table d’hote’ French meal. There’ll be an informal 
introduction to the main topics that will be covered during your stay and an opportunity to discuss any last 
minute changes to the itinerary. 
 
Please note: we recommend you aim to arrive no later than 7.00pm where possible in order to enjoy the 
welcome dinner. 
 
Day 1 
The day begins with a leisurely breakfast after yesterday’s travelling. Then, at around 10.00am we’ll set 
off for a morning photo-shoot in the beautiful walled town of Domme. After lunch you’ll have free time for 
relaxation, shopping or sightseeing. In the early evening there’ll be a brief photo-shoot, followed by a 
short tutorial with Andrew.   
 
After your tutorial, Andrew will be available to review your work and discuss your photography, followed at 
8.00pm with an evening meal. 
 
Day 2 
Today you will be up early to try and catch the best light on a dawn photo-shoot, energized by a croissant 
and hot drink on the move. After the ‘shoot’ you’ll return to your accommodation for breakfast.  
 
At 10.00am we’ll depart for La Roque Gageac and the spectacular Jardins de Marqueyssac – a perfect 
location for a day’s photography. You’ll return in good time for your evening meal at 8.00pm. 
 
Day 3 
We set off at around 9.30am, heading for St. Cirq Lapopie, described as one of the most beautiful villages 
in France. Perched on a cliff, three hundred feet above the river Lot, St. Cirq Lapopie is one of the most 
important sites in the Lot Valley. 

£1295 per week 
All Inclusive* 

(except flights)	
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We’ll return at around 6.00pm for free time and individual image reviews with Andrew and some 
relaxation before the evening meal at 8.00pm. 
 
Day 4 
We set off at around 10.00am when we’ll depart for a morning photo-shoot in Sarlat, as it’s market day. 
This will be an excellent opportunity to capture the colourful sights and characters in this medieval town. 
After the photo-shoot at the market we can enjoy a restaurant lunch in the town of Sarlat (optional - at 
extra cost).  
 
In the afternoon you’ll return to your accommodation for free time and relaxation, before a brief photo-
shoot to catch the evening light. Later, we’ll meet up for a wine tasting evening and sample a selection of 
local cheeses. 
 
Day 5 
Today, after breakfast, we burn off the wine and cheese from last night with a local photo-shoot ‘on foot’ 
taking advantage of one of the many way-marked walks in the area that meander through forests, walnut 
orchards and meadows, returning to the accommodation at lunchtime. 
 
At 4.00pm we’ll depart for a gentle river trip and evening photo-shoot in open canoes equipped with dry 
sacs and barrels for protecting camera gear - a great way to explore the Dordogne and get a different 
perspective, as well as a chance to spot wildlife. We’ll be back in time for the evening meal at around 
8.00pm. 
 
Day 6 
At around 10.00am we set off to visit Beynac, with its impressive Chateau, built in the 12th century and 
one of the best preserved examples in the region. Later, we head for Monpazier, another of the area’s 
‘plus beaux villages’, returning at 5.00pm to allow time for a final image review with Andrew and evening 
meal at 8.00pm. 
 
Departure Day 
After breakfast, we say our goodbyes and depart. 
 
Please note: I like to keep the itinerary flexible and is subject to change, based upon your 
interests/needs, the weather/available light and any particular opportunities that may present 
themselves. 
 
What you’ll learn 

 
I find that people learn the most by doing. Through practise and 
by not being afraid to make mistakes we improve our 
understanding and technique. You’ll take more control of your 
camera and rely less on its automatic settings to capture images 
as you see them. There’ll be plenty of opportunity to review and 
analyse your work in a supportive and friendly environment. As 
well as discussing the results that participants are getting whilst 
‘on location’, I like to support this with informal (and entirely 
optional) image review sessions as the week unfolds and these 
feature in the itinerary. The main topics that we’ll cover are: 
 
Fundamentals of exposure: camera modes, controlling 
aperture, shutter speed and ISO; 

Composition: the rule of thirds, framing, leading lines; 

Focusing on what’s important: image quality, depth of field 
and focal length; 

Colour balance: the difference between what our eyes see and 
what the camera ‘sees’; 

Reading an image: metering, the histogram and dynamic 
range; 

Digital workflow: Lightroom and Photoshop essentials. 
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The Accommodation 
 
The photography ‘school’ is based at Taire du Grel in a converted barn, ‘Les Hirondelles’ (The Swallows) 
and cottage; ‘Cote du Grel’ - both, lovingly renovated by the owners.  
 
The accommodation provides a perfect base for your photography holiday – a remote location and yet 
within a 20 minute walk from Domme, right in the heart of the majestic and enchanting Dordogne 
countryside. 
 
The gites look out over an orchard lawn, backed by forest covered hills. The exterior to Les Hirondelles is 
wood cladded, inspired by the old tobacco barns in the region and has a private terraced area with 
outdoor seating. Cote du Grel has a private garden and generous balcony. The outdoor swimming pool is 
surrounded by a ‘parasoled’ seating area with external power for evening lighting and music. 
 
Other facilities: 
 

• Free wifi 
• English satellite TV 
• DVD player and DVDs 
• Table tennis tables 
• Trampolines 
• Play area 
• BBQ 
• Campfire area 
• Parasols and sun loungers 
• Baby's cot available 
• Washing machine available (small charge) 

 
Essential items – Your (digital) camera (ideally with manual), charger (don’t forget your adapter), memory 
cards, filters and tripod if you’ve room.  

Please bring suitable footwear for walking as you will be spending a lot of time exploring the area. Bring 
something warm to wear as the weather can be cold during the early morning ‘shoots’. A waterproof 
jacket is also advisable – thunderstorms can be heavy!  
 
Prices (Full refund in the event of coronavirus cancellation)   

£1295.00 per person (includes accommodation with ensuite bathroom) 

Additional partner: £695.00 (Photo) or £495.00 (non Photo)   

A 50% deposit of the total price is required with your booking (which will be fully refunded if the minimum 
‘photo’ group size (3) is not achieved 8 weeks prior to the start date). The balance will be due 8 weeks 
before the start date. 
 
What’s included in the price?* 
 
All one-to-one and group photographic tuition with Andrew. 
 
All accommodation and all evening meals, except on the day we visit Sarlat. Meals are prepared by our 
chef using fresh, local produce and includes French classics and regional specialities. Evening meals are 
3 courses and include half a bottle of wine per person. Please note that one evening is devoted to wine 
tasting - a selection of cheeses is also included in the price.   
 
Breakfasts and lunches are not included, although a welcome pack including basic breakfast items on 
arrival and snacks ‘on the go’ for the early morning photo-shoots are included.  
 
Please let Andrew know if you have any particular dietary requirements well in advance. 
 
Transport during the week (except airport transfers – see over), entrance to any venues visited and the 
canoe river trip. 
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Whilst the cost of all organised travel within the itinerary is also included in the price, you may wish to hire 
your own car, particularly if you are arriving with a ‘non-photo’ partner, and this is entirely at your 
discretion. 

A free pick up can be arranged in advance to and from Gourdon or Sarlat train stations. Alternatively, pick 
up and drop off at the following airports can be arranged, but will incur a charge: 

Nearest airports and transfer charges: �  

Limoges (2 hours) – 25 euros (each way) 

Bergerac (1.5 hours) – 20 euros (each way) 

Brive (50 mins) – 15 euros (each way) 

Full, detailed directions will be sent to you nearer the departure date. 
 
 

Not sure if it’s for you? 

How about a day’s photographic tuition with Andrew to help you make up your mind?  
 
I offer friendly, one-to-one tuition to help you get to grips with your camera and improve 
your technique, either in the comfort of your own home or by going out on location with 
you or a mixture of both. It’s an intensive, full-day’s tuition for just £195, with the 
emphasis very much on enjoying your photography and getting the most out of your 
camera. 
 
Choose one of my photographic holidays and I’ll give you 50% off the 
one-to-one tuition fee when you pay the balance for the holiday. 

Half Price 
Offer 

£97.50	
	

www.andrewchandler.co.uk 


